
By Erika Higgins 

 Jesus IS Risen, Alleluia!  We made it through the desert 

of Lent and can now rise with Christ and celebrate new life in 

Him.  Around the church weôve seen the tulips, planted by pa-

rishioners and school children, sprout out of the ground.  The 

seeds of these tulips grew quietly through the silence of winter 

before we noticed them.  In the same way, weôll soon see the 

fruits of our Lenten sacrifices, planted deep in our quiet souls, 

sprout throughout our lives.  The Churchôs liturgical seasons 

relate well to the seasons of nature, even if they donôt always 

correspond.  For every season of nature or phase of life, there is a 

liturgical symmetry.  Through the Church year, our souls go 

through cycles of growth.  And, as fall and winter are the oppos-

ing reflections of spring and summer, so too are the seasons of 

Lent and Easter. 

 

 

 

During the liturgical season of Lent our souls experi-

ence a time of silent reflection and repentant sacrifice and Easter 

offers us a time of joyous reflection and cheerful giving.  The Joy 

of Easter comes in knowing there is Resurrection after Death. 

There is forgiveness after sin, reconciliation after betrayal, heal-

ing after wounds, comfort in sorrow, hope after despair, peace 

after turmoil, triumph after defeat, and a path forward after what 

seemed like a dead end. 

During Lent, we gave things up for the sake of denying 

ourselves.  We can cultivate the fruits of those sacrifices by set-

ting Easter Resolutions so we can enjoy Godôs Grace and cele-

brate the Death and Resurrection of His Son for our redemption. 

He is Risen, go forth and live the Joy of Easter in your hearts. 

What Resolutions will you make for living joyfully this Easter 

season? 

EASTER JOY 

Mass Times: M-F 6:30 a.m. & 8 a.m. Sat, 8 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Sundays, 7:30, 9, 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  
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HOW TO OVERCOME POLARIZATION TODAY 
 

By  Susan Osborne 

 As we move from the Lenten season to the Easter sea-

son, we change focus from our individual PREPARATION to 

experiencing the JOY of the Resurrection.  But, instead of join-

ing hands and sharing our joy with others, all too often in to-

dayôs world we are experiencing polarizationðand an ñus vs. 

themò idealism and mentality.  It is easy to look at others and 

judge them, based on their religion, the color of their skin, their 

politics, their choice of school, their ñwhatever.ò  My discus-

sion with Fr. Orr differed a bit from previous discussions be-

cause I was curious how to handle this polarization myselfé

and I wondered how he handles it. 

 

 Fr. Orr and I agreed that life isnôt ñblack and whiteòé

it is filled with gray areas.  While we struggle to understand our 

own journey, it can be easy to believe that our journey is the 

only ñrightò journey.  We can view Jesusô statements as defini-

tive (black/white)ðbut in most cases His statements are actual-

ly gray. Fr. Orr further explained that each individual comes 

with his or her own set of ñatmospheresò (they will hear 

Christôs words differently than we will).  We are all in our own 

unique place in our relationship with Christ.  So, what does 

God ask us to do? How should we respond and live our life? 

Certainly we should strive to follow Christôs commands and 

teachings to the best of our ability, but how do we interpret 

Him? 

 

 Fr. Orr discussed Mathew, Chapter 7éoften thought 

of as the Golden Rule. ñStop judging, that you may not be 

judged.ò Not judge? It is easy to judge in todayôs world!!! God 

asks us to  reach out and love those who may be on another 

journey...never assume they have a malicious will.  Always 

hope and expect good will from your fellow man.  Carefully 

walk with them, loving and accepting them all the while. ñThis 

is the genius that Pope Francis brings to the Church today.ò  He 

is teaching us to love and accept others as Jesus did.  As Fr. Orr 

states, ñIf we are only nice to people just like us, we have done 

nothing good; we are still good pagans.  But if we love and 

accept those who think or are different, then we are Christians.  

This separates us from other faithséwe are called to do this.ò 

 Furthermore, Fr. Orr states that we should befriend 

fallen-away Catholics.  ñMany people have left the Church for 

a very good reason. Is it any wonder that there is anyone left in 

the Church?ò Weôve all been hurt terribly in some wayéat 

some time.  There may have been times when we were the ones 

who hurt or judged others! Everyone needs to know they are 

loved and appreciated for who they are and the journey they are 

on. 

 

 So, in the end, Jesus did not ask us for muchéto love 

others without judgment, to walk with them on their journey, to 

not judge theméand to share JOY with them.  This is why He 

died for uséthis is why we must reach out and share JOY with 

others.  The rest of itéthe political arguments, the disenfran-

chisement, the heckling, the fury, the name callingédoes noth-

ing but cause us stress and moves us further from experiencing 

the JOY God meant us to have. 

 

 

How many pieces of fried chicken were served at the eight (8) funeral dinners in 2016? 

a. 805   b. 1,005   c. 1,305   d. 1,505 



 Funeral Dinners Offer Comfort 
By Kollen Long 

 After the death of a loved one, family members 

can feel overwhelmed with the necessary tasks and respon-

sibilities that occur during the time of grief. The Funeral 

Dinners program can provide a measure of relief in a diffi-

cult time.  ñItôs a tremendous service that the parish pro-

vides; itôs something the family doesnôt have to worry 

about,ò said Joan Felts, who has worked with Funeral Din-

ners since 2007. ñItôs just one of the neatest stewardship 

ministries there is because of the tremendous service it is.ò 

 Felts, who helps run the program with Birdie Harkness, explained that two volun-

teer groups make the service possible. One group is tasked with preparation, service and 

cleanup after the meals in Mother Seton Hall. A second larger group prepares deserts and 

salads. ñPeople give their time and their treasure to make cakes, pies and salads,ò she said. 

Sometimes, you can just tell that people spent hours on what they made.ò The meal is stand-
ard and includes fried chicken and rolls from Dillons, which is generally picked up by Gene 

Hommertzheim. The group adds scalloped potatoes, green beans, coffee, tea and punch. 

 Felts and the other dedicated volunteers are happy to provide a much-needed ser-

vice to their fellow parishioners. Felts said she is often amazed by the ñgenerosityò of the 

volunteers. ñMaybe they were planning on doing something else that day, but instead 

theyôre cutting pies and serving people a smile and then cleaning up. Their stewardship is 

amazing to me. Itôs important to help others in their time of need. And the families are al-

ways so grateful.ò 

Mass Times: M-F 6:30 a.m. & 8 a.m.  

Sat, 8 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Sundays, 7:30, 9, 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  
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Trivia Answer: According, to Joan Felts, there were 1,305 pieces of fried chicken that 

were served at eight (8) funeral dinners in 2016. 

 
4/17: Sharing Christ. 

 4/23: Sharing Christ Retreat. 

4/24: School Musical. 

 4/30: Welcoming Committee 
Brunch. 

5/6: 1st Communion 

5/9: VIRTUS Training. 
5/13: Over 55 Luncheon. 

6/5: Vacation Bible School 

 

RECURRING: 

Middle School Youth Group 

is every 2nd Saturday of the 

Month. 
Axios High School Youth 

Group is every Tuesday at 

7:30 pm. 
Family Adoration meets Sun- 

days, from 2 -3 p.m., all are  

welcome. 
Rosary Group Tuesdays, 9:30  

AM and Thursdays, 7 PM 

 

Check the weekly bulletin or  
website for more information. 

www.seaswichita.com/news/ 

calendar, or call the office,  
316-721-1686. 
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By Jim Lubbe & Susan Osborne 

 As St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioners have been preparing for the Holy Sea-

son of Easter, 13 more have been completing a months-long journeyépreparing to be-
come a Catholic through the RCIA program, led by Candi Spacil and Teresa Marney.  

Some had been previously baptized in another faith (candidates) and some never had 

been (catechumens).  With their sponsors beside them, they received the sacraments of 

initiation at the Easter Vigil. Some of the many reasons for joining the Catholic faith in-

clude following the model of a friend or family member, fulfilling a long-time goal, and 

being called to the faith through prayer.  Candidate David Nelson says ñOne Sunday, my 

4 year old son asked why I donôt go to see Jesus (as my wife went to communion).  That 

really hit home.   At first I wanted to do it for my wife, then my son, but soon realized it 

was for me.ò Catechumen Shalyn Taylor especially enjoyed learning ñthe truth about the 

Holy Spirit and the teachings on the Holy Trinity.ò Welcome, all! 

RCIA: Thirteen Join the Faith 


